The Sun at different wavelengths
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This image shows the Sun that we would see with our eyes, the photosphere – sphere of light,  if it was dim enough to be seen. As the images below show, we see only a small fraction of the Sun’s activity.
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Sun at 304 Angstroms: 60 – 80,000 Kelvin.  This image reveals flares around the solar limb and bright gas above sunspots. It is also showing the hot gasses that sit above the surface of the Sun that we see with our eyes.
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Sun at 171 Angstroms (1 million Kelvin)
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Sun at 195 Angstroms: 1.5 million Kelvin
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Sun at 284 Angstroms: 2 million Kelvin. This shows very hot gases in flares and magnetic fields.
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A combination of three wavelengths (211, 193 & 171 Angstroms), this image makes a stunning view of the “hidden” Sun.  The dark inactive region is a coronal hole allowing the Sun’s atmosphere to escape outwards and through the Solar System.
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